Nainital as a Training Destination

Nainital, the 'Lake District of India,’ is not only a picturesque hill station but also a multi-
~dimensional tourism hub. The region offers a perfect blend of Adventure, Religious,

Spiritual, Leisure, Astro, and Occult Tourism, making it an ideal site for comprehensive

training in tourism management.

The following categorization introduces trainees to both popular highlights and hidden
gems, with suggested field visits for practical exposure,
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. Adventure Tourism

Pangot: Birding (282+ species), Bhramasthalj (2623m), Cheena Peak trail, Chataur Top,
Camel’s Back, Haryal Top, wilderness trek to Corbett.

Cheena Peak: Highest peak of Nainital; Himalayan & valley views.

Tiffin Top (Dorothy’s Seat): Popular trek & picnic point.

Mukteshwar: Thakud Top (2450m), Chauli ki Jali (cliff activities).

Maheshkhan Birding Zone: Misty forest, elusive birds.

Karakotak Trek (Bhimtal): Forest trek with lake vistas.

Adventure Activities in Lakes: Bhimtal (water cycling, boating), Naukuchiyatal
(kayaking, lake crossing, paragliding), Sattal (kayaking, slithering), Sariyatal Lake
(boating, leisure),

Jim Corbett National Park: India’s first national park, wildlife safaris, birding,
Bhalugaad Waterfal] (Mukteshwar): Picturesque trekking waterfall.

Hidden Gems: Tagore Top, Barapathar Rock Climbing site, Kilbury ridge treks.

Religious Tourism
Naina Devi Temple: 51 Shakti Peethas.
Hanuman Garhi: Lord Hanuman temple, sunrise point.
Sitla Mata Mandix (Kathgodam): Known for healing powers.
Chitrashila: Associated with Goddess Jiya Rani.
Mukteshwar Mahadey Temple: Silent meditative temple.
Jasuli Shaukyani Dharamshala: Silk Route mystery site.
Kapileshwar Temple: Ancient Shiva shrine.
Devguru Brihaspati Temple: Rare shrine dedicated to Jupiter,
Chota Kailash: Sacred site resembling Mount Kailash.
Godhakhal Golju Devta Temple: Temple of justice deity Golju Devta,
Hidden Gems: Bhowali Goly Devta temple, Kotabagh temples in Corbett foothills.

3. Spiritual Tourism

Vivekananda Circuit: Swami Vivekananda’s Himalayan journey.
Kainchi Dham: Neem Karoli Baba’s world-famous ashram,

Haidakhan Temple: Seat of Haidakhan Babaji.
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Somvari Baba Temple: Mystic saint’s shrine, Mondays special.
Hidden Gems: Golu Devta shrines in remote hamlets, Ghorakhal meditation sites,
Ashrams at Jeolikote.

4, Leisure Tourism

Lakes: Naini Lake, Bhimtal, Sattal, Naukuchiyatal, Sariyatal.

Hidden Lakes: Harishtaal, Lohakham Taal, Parital, Khurpatal.

Waterfalls: Corbett Fall, Bhalugaad, Ladhuvagaad, Dhokanay.

Other Attractions: Snow View Point, Land’s End, Eco Cave Garden, Nainital Zoo, Raj
Bhawan, Gurney’s House, Mall Road, Tibetan Market, Mukteshwar town.

Hidden Gems: Jeolikote (Flora village), Pangot tea gardens, Ghodakhal Tea Estate,
Himalayan Botanical Garden near Sariyatal.

. Astro Tourism

ARIES Observatory (Manora Peak): Public viewings, astronomy education.
Hidden Gems: Remote night-sky points like Kunjkharak ridge and Binsar (Almora
extension).

6. Occult & Festival Tourism

7

Chitrashila Jagar Festival (Makar Sankranti): Local mystic traditions.
Hidden Gems: Village Jagar ceremonies in Kumaon hamlets.

. Field Visits

Field Visit 1: Nainital Heritage Walk - Explore colonial-era structures, churches,
Governor’s House, Mall Road, Tibetan Market, and old British bungalows.

Field Visit 2: 52 Daat (Fatehpur Baseni) - A ridge-top with 52 viewpoints, offering
breathtaking Himalayan vistas — excellent for guiding & storytelling practice.

8. Sketch Training Schedule (15 Days)

Day 1-5: Adventure Tourism

Day 6-8: Religious & Spiritual Tourism

Day 9-11: Leisure Tourism (Lakes, Waterfalls, Heritage)
Day 12: Astro Tourism

Day 13: Occult & Festival Traditions

Day 14: Field Visit 1 (Nainital Heritage Walk)

Day 15: Field Visit 2 (52 Daat, Fatehpur Baseni) + Wrap-up
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